[Poisoning by externally-administered ethanol in an infant].
The occurrence of unexplained coma in a 15 day-old infant led to suspect an intoxication. Major ethanol poisoning (alcohol blood level: 4.4 g/l) was thus discovered in this child treated with alcohol-containing dressings. Symptomatic treatment alone resulted in favourable evolution of coma in a few hours. Half-life of alcohol was shown to be 17 hours in this child. The interest of the case reported is to remind of the dangers of percutaneous absorption of some products, especially in young infants and the importance of toxicological investigations in children with unusual manifestations of unknown etiology.